( 292 )

1V. An Account of the Rattlefnake. By the Ho-
nourable Paul Dudley, Efg; F. R. S.

HE Rattle(nake is reckoned by the 4b-srigines,

to be the moft terrible of all Snakes, and the
Mafter of the Serpent-kind j that which caufes their
Terror, without doubt, istheir mortal Venom, and the
Enfign of it is their Rattle ; and it is moft certain, thae
both Men and Beafts are more afraid of them, than of
cther Snakes; and while the common Snake avoids a
Man, this will never turn out of the Way.

There are three Sorts, or Kinds, of this Snake, and
diftinguifhed by their Colour, viz. a yellowith Green,
a deep Afh Colour, and a black Sattin.

The Eye of this Creature has fomething fo fingular
and terrible, that there is no looking ftedfaftly on him
one is apt, almoft, to think they are pofleft by fome
Demon.

A Rattlefnake creeps with his Head clofe to the
Ground, and is very flow in moving, fo that a Man
may eafily get out of his Way: This ought to be re-
marked as an Inftance of the Goodnefs of God, who
preferves Man and Beaft. His leaping and jumping to
do Mifchief, is no more than extending, or uncoiliny
himfelf; for they don’t remove their whole Bodyi:
as other Creatures do, when they leap ; fo that a Man
is in no Danger of them, if his Diftance be more than
their Length ; neither can they do any Harm when
they are in their ordinary Motion, until they firft coil
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and then extend, or uncoil themfelves, but they both
are done in a Moment’s Time,

When a Rattlefnake refts, orfleeps, he is coiled, and
they are obferved to be exceeding fleepy.

Our People at firft took the Noife this Creature
makes, to be owing to fome little Bones, or hard loofe
Kernels lodged in their Tails; butfoon diicovered their
Miftake, and found the Tail to be compos’d of Joints,
that lap over one another, fomewhat like a Lobfter’s
Tail ; and the ftriking them one upon another, forms
that Noife, which is {o terrible to Man and Beaft. The
fierceft Noife is obferv’d to be in clear fair Weather,
for when ’tis rainy, they make none at all; for which
Reafon, the Indians don’t care to travel in the Woods,
in a Time of Rain, for fear of being among thefe Snakes
before they are aware. One other Circumftance of their
rattling has been obferv’d, towit, thatifa fingle Snake
be {urprized and rattles, and there happen to be others
near him, they all take the Alarm, and rattle in like
manner. \

I dare not an{wer for the Truth of every Story I
have heard, of their charming, or Power of Fafcination
but yet I am abundantly fatisfied from many Witnefles,
both Englifb and Indian, that a Rattlefnake will charm
both Squirrels and Birds from a Tree into his Mouth.
A Man of undoubted Probity fometime fince told me,
that as he was in the Woods, he obferv’d a Squirrel in
great Diftrefs, dancing from one Bough to ancther, and
making a lamentable Noife, till at laft he came down
the Tree, and ran behind aLog: The Perfon going to
fee what was become of him, {pied a great Snake, that
had fwallow’d him. ‘

And I am the rather confirmed in this Relation, be-
caufe my own Brother, being in the Woods, opened one
of thefe Snakes, and found A:WO ftripd Squirrels in
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his Belly, and both of them Head foremoft. When
they charm, they make a hoarfe Noife with their
Mouths, and a foft Rattle with their Tails, the Eyeat
the fame time fixed on the Prey.

Their general Food confifts of Toads, Frogs, Cric-
kets, Grafshoppers, and other Infedts, but principally
of Ground Mice; and the Rattlefnake again ferves for
Food to Bears, and even our Hogs will eat them with-
out Harm.

They are viviparous, and bring forth generally about
twelve, and in the Month of Fune. A Friend of mine
in the Country, being defirous to difcover the Nature
and Manner of the Generation of the Rattlefnake, gave
me the following Account, viz. About the middle of
May, the Time when the Rattlefnakes firft come a-
broad, he took and opened one of them, and in the
Matrix found twelve {mall Globes, as big as a common:
Marble, in Colour like the Yolk of an Egg; in three
or four Days more, he took and opened another, and
then plainly perceived a white Speck in the Centre of
the yellow Globe ; in three or four Days more, he dif-
fected a third, and difcovered the Head of a Snake; and
ina few Days after that, three Quarters of a Snake was.
formed, and lying round in a Coil. In the latter End
of Fune, he kill’d an old one, and took out perfec live
Snakes of fix Inches long. In September, when the
old ones take their Young in, and carry them to their
Dens, they are not quite a Foot long.” They couple
in Auguft, and are then moft dangerous.

I cannot fay, what other Serpents, or poyfonous Crea-
tures, may do, but I am fatisfied the Rattlefnake does
not trajett his Poyfon; and that unlefs the Skin be fiv(t
broke, or an Incifion made with his Teeth, his Venom
can do no Harm 5 for my Friend affured me, that he

had made an Experiment of it in this manner: He took
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the Breech of his Gun, and {et it unon four or five of
them, and after they had it it, and lefi (everal Drops
of their Poyfon, he with his Hand wip.d it off witle-
out any Harm.

Our People have feveral Remedies for the Sting of a
Rattlefniake ; among others, that which is much wmade
ufe of, isa Root they call Blood-root, I funn® ) na-
med, from the Colour of the Root, and the Juice, which
is red like Blood. It grows in great Abutilance in our
Woods 3 they bruife the Root, and bind it above the
Place that is bit, to prevent the Poifon’s going furthier,
at the fame Time fearifying the Piace affected § (52
of the Root is alfo boiled, and the Perfon poifoned drinks
the Water.

They are generally from three to five Feet long, and
do not commonly exceed twenty Rattles ; and yet L have
it attefted by a Man of Credit, that he killed a Rattle-
fnake, fome Years fince, that had between feventy and
eighty Rattles, with a fprinkling of grey Hairs, like
Briftles, over his Body 3 he was full five Foot and an
half long, and as big as the Calf of a Man’s Leg.

They fhed, or throw off their Skins every Year,
fometime in the Month of Fune, and turn it infide out
when they throw it off. It has alfo been obferved, that
the Skin covers not only the Body, but the Head and
Eyes.

yThey generally den among the Rocks in great Num-
bers together ; the Time of their retiring is about the
middle of September, and they don’t come abroad t:l
the middle of Map, when our Hunters watch them, as
they come out a {funning, and kill them by hundreds.

Roxbury, New-England,
O&ob. 25. 1722, Paul Dudley.
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